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EXHORTATION 
Peace and Union: 


IN A 


SERMON 


At St. LawnrencE-ſJury, 
On Tueſday the 26th of Novemk. 1 689. 
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Acts VII. Vexr. 26: 


Sirs, Je are Brethren, Why do 0 yaw wrjngg. onus ts 
another | ; 


H E open Affaults and the ſecret Practices of 
our Enemies are things that we are prepa-- 
red for, we look'for them, and guard 
| againſt them; ſo that. we are not ſurpriſed. 
with them, nor unprovided when, they appear. But. 
the, mutual Anjnoliay of thoſe who are all united 
in 
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in the ſame Comman Tatereſts, and that ought to be 
animated with the ſame Spirit, have ſomewhat in 
them that is more terrible, that carries the Chara- 
Gers 6f a Natiqn nat. capable of a+ Deliwerance, but 
fitted for deſtruction. This1s at all times deplorable; 
but ſometimes 1t is {0 difmal, that it 1s not eaſie to 
ſee z Pepple.in ſucha Stats, when their Dangers.are 
extreme:;, withoup concluding: that [0 fatal} a. mad- 
neſs mult be the Mark as welſ as the effe& offlome 
Stroak from Heaven.  -, 

_ Who could have ſeen” Jeruſalem in the State in 
whictt Joſephm deſfribgs it, without concluding 
them Curſed of Gpd'?” Befieged by the. greateſt 
Power that was then -in the World, & languiſhing 


in Famine ; yet in the Intervals of the Attacks 


of their Enemies, giving one another no relt, but 
divided into three (great Parties, who were Bugcher- 
ing one another, as oft as their Enemies gave them 


leiſure for it. oo | 
Somewhat not unlike this, though in a lower 


form, is fet-forth in- the words of my Text : The - 


Poſterity of Jacob had endured a terrible Bondage 


in Egypt, and' it was no wonder if while they” 
groaned under ſuch, an oppreſſion, an Ifraelite and. 


an Egyptian were engaged in a Quartel, in- which 
Moſes it ſeems took it tor granted, that tlie Egyp- 
tian was in the Wrong, and fo he killed him in 
the-affiftanee -of an (injured: Irachte. But 1t was 
an atoniſhinz- thing ro. him-to ſee two | Hraelites 
aziting { therefore he who was the meekeft Man in 
the Earth, ſtudied to ſofren both their minds, with a 
reproofthat in very gentle words,fet forth the madneſs 
of their quarrel with- great Authority. 


They 


EIT 25 R— 
RE I ENOIII - 


. + Ol ELIOT: 2 PETS Si. 
ey ont nGrtgn ge cp a - 


V 


FE f/ YET 


—————_—— 
A. 


to «Peace and COnuen. Y 


<< 6. 


They were Brethren -either as they 'were one 
people .ingaged all in the ſame Intereſts, groaning 
under the ſame miſeries, and wiſhing for the ſame 
common Deliverance ; or as they were all -initiated 
into the fame Covenant with \God, as being the 
Seed of Abraham. according to the promiſe 'made 
rohim.' But beſides this\general-confideration of their 
being Brethren, there were two ſpecial ors that 
enforced it in their preſent Circumſtances. 

They were in Bondage to a ftrong, an: ingrate- 
ful, x perfidions, and a cruel Enemy ; that forgetful of 
all the” Services Joſeph Had .rendred ' the Crown, 
was not ſatisfied with condemning thetn'to- an ig- 
notunious Slavery : but carried this to' fo-Bratal 
a degree of Cruelty, as to deſign the: Murder of all 
their Male Iffne, and even to oblige/Parentsto de- 
ftroy rhe fruit-of their own Body, Now while they 
were under ſo ferrible a Bondage/ ic ſeemed a very 
unnatural piece 'of madneſs for/ them to-have any 
Quatrels among themfelves. But beſides this. they 
had reaſon to believe that a/ deliverance. was ap- 
proaching : rhe time that was marked by Prophecy, G., .. ., 
tor the continuance of their Captivity 'was -now uh © 
almoſt expired ; ſo they/had reaſon to believe rhat 
God was to appear very ſpeedily, and-to {etthem 
at liberty : and therefore nothing was more can- 
trary to. that  proſpe&t, than for them: in ſuch a | 
ſtate of | things to/engage into Quarrels and Ani- 
molities, which /might naturally have produced 
{uch Conſequences, that they muſt have beer! very l 
much difabled/from being the Inftruments of Hea- 
ven in fſucl/ a glorious Work, as that which 
they. had teaſon 'to conclude was now near--ar 
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hand, ſince the Period of 430 Years was now ex- 
piring, | - | 

From the Confideration of the mutual tie of 
their being Brethren, it was reaſonable” to expoſtu- 
late, as Maſes did, Why do you wrongs one to another ? 


Inſinuating that in ſuch quarrellings the wrong lay 


not.only on the one ſide, but was mutual. Both 
were to blame, they wronged one another, and 
wronged the Publick beſides.” But though both 
were 1n the wrong.,, we {ce who was molt ſo, 
even he that would not hear of a reconciliation, 


or of the putting a ſtop to the Quarrel ; he reproach- - 


ed Moſes with the afhſtance that he had given the 
day. before to an LIfſraclite againſt an Egyptian : fo 


.. enraged he was at the frieadly interpoſition of Moſes 


in the matter, that /he ſeems concerned for the 
Egyptian that was /killed ; a Publick Enemy be- 


| ang leſs hated than a. Brother, when thoſe Do- 


meſtick Feuds are .once raiſed to any height ; e- 
ven a Reconciler becomes then more od1ous than an 
\Alten. 

'This is the account of the occaſion on which 
theſe words were ſpoken, .and- of the words them- 
ſelves, and of the effect they had. In the next 
place, let us conſider how far we may be concern- 
ed in them. 

We have been engaged in a great and hard 
ſtruggle with open Enemies as cruel and as treas- 
cherous as Pharaoh or the Egyptians ever were : 
We have overcome them, but now we are falling 
into mutual quarrellings ; ſomeare whetting on their 
ſpirits to Revenge, by the remembrance of paſt 
Errors, with relation to Ciyil Matters : others are 
| | ratfing 
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raiſing up thoſe Diſputes which have becn alrcady 
once and again fo fatal to us, that they have givin 
us often cauſe to wiſh that they had-never becn- once 
named amongſt us; and after all theſe unhappy 
Conſequences that fuch things have hnherto had, 
we are now again trying our Strength, multring 
our Forces, and raiſing within our own Minds, 
and jn the Vinds of all, over whom we have any 
Influence, all the ſowrneſs and pcevithnets that 15 
poſſible, which at any other time were an mexcy- 
ſable ptece of Folly; but now it 1s a Madncſs 
that wants a Name. Let us then ſo far at leaft 
take breath in our Qparrel as to hearken to theſe 
words, and to examine what is imported by them. Te 
are Brethren. 


This belongs to us, firſt, as we are FEweliſhmen, all 
of the ſame Nation under the ſame Laws, and the 
ſame Protedion, ſhut up indeed in an I{land, which 
as it ſeparates ns from all the World, fo it ſecurcs 
us againſt all the World. We were anciently a 
broken People divided into many Kingdoms, and 
tho? moſt of theſe were ſwallowed up many Ages 
5go, yet we werenever brought all under one Head 
before the beginning of this Century : Our Climate, 
it is true, 1s none of the beſt 5 we have but a faint 
Sun, and the Predu& of our Soil cannot be compa- 
red with that of more Southern Regions 5 but 
our Ports and Rivers give us ſuch Advantages, that 
we ſend out both Colonies and Manutacturcs all the 
World overs and fetch home rich Returns; fo that 
we have both Sccurity.and Wealth beyond any of 


_ our Neighbours. 
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Joel 2. 3- 


'Tt is a melancholy thing to live upon a Conti- 
nent, -and to be ſubje&t to the Chances of War, 
and to all the Depredations, and Miſeries which 
follow all Warsz but it 1s yet much more un- 
happy to be in the Neighbourhood of that cruel 
and barbarous Enemy of Mankind, who having laid 
off all the tenderneſs of humane Nature, and the 
regards that*have been by a common conſent held 
ſacred in the moſt deſtruttive Wars, executes whole 
Countries all at once : who after all the Wealth 
that can poſlibly be ſqueezed out of them, 1s drawn 
from them to the laſt Farthing for purchaſing a 
Security for their Houſes, Perſons, and Cattel : 
Who I ſay, after theſe Securities are ſo dearly paid 
for, ſends the final Order of deſtroying all, and 
burning, and waſting every thing without exception. 
I ſpeak not this to aggravate matters with words 
of Pomp3; I fay nothing but what they do daily 
practiſe, and of which I have ſeen many fatal 
Proofs in the Ruins of many great Towns, and 
large Countries, where the Words of Joel were li- 
terally accompliſhed by that devouring Army 3; the 
Country before them being like the Garden of E- 
den, but behind them like a deſolate Wilderneſs. 


But our Security from Enemies without us, is 
but half onr Happineſs: We are fate at home like- 
wiſe, having the bleſſing of a Government ſo tem- 
pered, that as we are not expoſed to the Fury of 
a levelling Multitade, nor the Confuftons of an E- 
quality among Men, but have a Government that 
13 ſtrong and firm enough to keep us in Order 
and Obedience ; ſo we have the greateſt Bleſſing 

that 
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[ 


/ 7337. 


— 


_ to Peace and Union. 


that can be found in Government in as high a de- 
grees as wiſe men can deſire, Oh! the difference 
between usand ſome happier Climates, where mens 
Eſtates and Liberties, and often their Lives are at 
the mercy of mere Humour and Paſlion : wherc 
the Frowns of a Court can throw a man in a mo- 
ment from the moſt plentiful to the moſt miſera- 
ble Condition imaginable : where one raſh word 1s 
thought Crime enongh for a perpetual Impriſon- 
ment joyned with all the Circumſtances of Rigour 
that' can render it much more terrible than Death 
it ſelf 5 ſo that it ſuch Tyrants do not make many 
publick Examples of their Severity, their deſign 
in ſo doing ſeems only to be to lengthen out the 
Miſeries of ſich as ſuffer at their hands, that ſo 
they may glut themſelves with a more laſting Re- 
venge, Ifay, nothing of thoſe terrible Impoſitions 
by which they eat out the Fortunes, and the very 
Strength of their Subjects, all mens Eſtates by a 
quick Circulation, are melted into the ſnpport of 
their Unjuſt Wars, or Extravagant Expencesz and 
the poorer fort muſt give at leaſt the half of their 
time' to work, in order to the paying thoſe cruel 
Taxes, by which they grind their People. Their 
ruined Houſes, their ragged Cloaths, their hungry 
Looks, and their halfk-naked Children, give evi- 
dent Proofs of the Tyranny of thoſe Governments 
that can render their People extreamly miſerable, 
11 ſpite of all that abundance which Nature has ſet 
before them, while Millions cf People are pining 
away in Want and Beggary, that ſo a few may ſur- 
feit themſelves with all the Excciles of Fulneſs and 
Vice. This1s aſhort hint of that which every one 
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Exod. 15. 3. 


that has travelled abroad has ſeen. in the. richeſt, 
Countries beyond Sea; God grant we may never ſee 
it nearer. But we know it has been the Language 
of all the Flatterers of lawlefs Power, that, nothing, 
can tame People, and make them quiet and ohedi- 
ent but Poverty 3 whereas Plenty makes them haugh- 


ty and tmutinous, as if Pharuob's Maxims had been, 


" , A ' ; s } ; 6-4 
to be derived to all'hus Succeſlors in Tyranny : Te 
; j Th ; f p ; j j- Shy. 
are idle, ye are idle, therefore ye ſay, let zne go. 
4' AP | s C#. \ 


We are all then Brethren, as we are Engliſhmen 
and Freemer, born under a'Government that gives 
us all poſlible Securities” for both Liberty and Prq- 
perty,'the two chief earthly Bleflings of, humane 
Nature, whoſe Perſons can neither be reſtrained, 
nor puniſhed beyond the bounds of Laws who 
can be charged with no' Taxes but by their own . 
Conſent ; and: who can be ſubjeft to ho Laws but 
what were prayed by themſelves. | | 


Happy Liberty ! and happy Subjects ! if they but, 
knew their own Happineſs but as good Men love 
Liberty, ſo it 1s only wiſe Men thar can value it and 


ſecure ic 3 Fools” part with 'it ealily, 'and if they 


pay but- a little*for-the Purchaſe of it, are apt to 
think it" 15 dear bought. The Iſraelztes in their. 
March when they ſaw not the abundance to which 
they had been accuftomed 1 Egypt, wiſh'd them- 
ſclves there again z fo a'voluptuous Nation that was. 
over-ſet with abundance, and corrupted with Luxyu- 
ry, may think it was' better with them when they 
were languiſhing away under that falſe appearance _ 
of Plenty," into 'a certain Ruinez then now, if , 
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their. RroſpeCt, of Liberty. i is like for a-year ortwo 
to. force them. to be a. little more- frugal and ſ6- 


ber, leſs vain, and:lefs prodigal:: ſuch a- leflening 


of Expence. to ſecure Liberty, will appear intolle- 
rable to thoſe. that, have. not- ſenſe enough- to va- 
lue. it, nor. Vertue. enough to ſtarve. thetr- Viees, 


that. they may ſettle 1t upon themſelves and their 


Polterities. 


Our Neighbours i the- Low- Countries after 
they. had: felt, the ſmart of Tyranny, reſolved e&1- 
ther. to.. recover-their Liberty, or to: peri in the 
Attempt, and. by-a. War ot - Forty Years contimr- 


ance.a {nal Corner-of: the - World! maintained- 1t- 
{elf againſt ,the greateſt Power then in- Europe, and 


was. reduced 'to a Miſery-and Poverty; that nothing 


but .an obſtinate Reſolution - of - being Freemen; or - 


of -periſhing, could have ſupported. In Coneluſi- 
on, thear,, Noble . Deſigns. were ble'd withSneccels, 


they became. the Wonder, and - the Envy: of the: 


World, the Arbiters of- Exrope, and the- Stipports 


of that very Power - which then ſtudied to cruſh: 
them, and ito crown-their., Glory,. the Inſtruments 


of giving aus Liberty, as well as of ſecuring their 
own. And yet after all this, tho' the Name 'of 
their: Government. has. a greater ſound towards Lj- 
berty than our own, wearc really the. much freer 
People of the two, where every man -has a more 
open. acceſs. to a proportioned ſhare in the Govern- 
ment, .than.ameng then... 


That-- 
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| That ſmall Expence which we may borrow 
from our Pleaſures to ſecure our Liberty will be 
ſoon repaied to us in that firm and ſettled Hap- 
pineſs which 1s in our view. We run indeed 
the hazard of lofing it, and we deſerve that it 
ſhould be fo, if we either throw it up, as not 
worth” the holding, or let it be ſnatched from 
us by the great Raviſher of Liberty, and common 
Enemy to Mankind : the truth is that Corruption 
of our Morals which 1s ſpread ſo univerſally o-. 
ver the Nation, gives us juſt Cauſe of apprehending 
that we have not Vertue enough left to maintain 
Liberty. But that as the voluptuous and degene- 
rated Romars, after they had ſhaken off Ceſar's Ty- 
ranny, were too much vitiated to return to ther 
Ancient Government, and ſo they quickly fell 
under a new; a worſe, and more laſting Tyran- 
ny. Thus we who havefallen ſofar from the Ver- 
tues of our Anceſtors, can never be able to maintain 
thoſe Rights which they derived to, us, if we do 
not reſolve to return to their Vertnes, . and to 
cleanſe our ſelves. of thoſe Vices which do de- 
prave us. If we: will unite 1n maintaining this 
common Cauſe, and concur with every man who 
on this occaſion is willing to ſhew himſelt an Ezg- 
liſhwan, if we will forget all our little Intereſts 
to mind this great One, and facrifice ſmall matters 
for the ſaving our All, then we will ſhew that 
we are Brethren, all born of one common Mother, 
and all equally concerned in her Preſervation. 


But in this ye are Brethren, thereis a cloſer re- 
lation imvylied ; That as the Jews were all Brethrer 
| | with - 
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with regard to that Covenant to which they had 
a Right, as. they were Abraham's Seed; fo we 
Chriſtians are Brethren, as we profeſs the ſame 
common Chriſtianity, and look for the fame com- 
mon Salvation. As we are Chriſtians, or as we are 
Proteſtants we are Brethren, believing the ſame 
Goſpel, owning the ſame God, and the ſame Sa- 
viour, animated by the ſame Spirit, and hoping 
to live together in the ſame ſtate of Happineſs for 
ever. In all theſe reſpe&s we are Brethren; for 
that we are Proteſtants, umports no more but that 
we are Chriſtians who believe that holy Religton 
in the ſame Purity and Simplicity 1n which it was 
at firſt delivered to the World. If there happen 
to be any Diverſitics among us about ſome leſier 
things, we ought firſt to compare the Importance 
of that in which we agree, with that in which we 
differ 3; and if we find the one 1s vaſtly great, and 
the other 1s nothing in compariſon to 1t, then 1t 
1s plain, that ſinall Differences mult give place to 
the greater Points, in which we are at one; for 
all that a&t otherwiſe, ſhew clearly, that tho' they 
do not think it decent ' to ſpeak out what they 
think, yet 1n their Hearts they undervalue the com- 
mon Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion in which 
we agree, but ſet a real Value upon indifferent 
matters, and are aGted by the Heats and Animo- 
ſities of a Party, to which all other things give 
place, It was not cnly a certain ſign of Ruine to 
the Jews, but an infallible Cauſe of it, that while 
they were beſieged by the Romans, inſtead of con- 
ſulring together the Methods of their common 
Defence, they were broke into fuch irreconct- 
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liable Fends, that they no ſooner had a time of 


breathing given them by, their Beſtegers, than they 
fell wpon one another, 1o that they became their 
own moſt implacable Enemies. When the Sara- 
cerrs Were too hard for the whole, State of Chri- 
ſrendom, the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches fel 
out about ſo rrifling a matter, as whether the 
Bread 1n the Sacrament ought to be leavened, or 
not : This firſt broke them, then fome other mat- 
ters not much more umportant, were found out 
to widen the breach, which had ſuch Effects, that 
the Weſtern Nations that ought to have ſupport- 
ed the Greek Church and Empire, if not out of 
Charnty tro thom, yet out of a due care of them- 
ſclves, that they might be covered by ſuch a 


Barrier from the Turkiſh Empire , lookt on, and 


{aw them deſtroyed, and found themſelves by that 
means expoſed to a Power that has been 1o often 
formidable to Exrope. Shall not the Madneſs and 
Vaſeries of others make us fo wile as to fortitic 
our ſelves all we can, and to forget, it we cannot 
quite remove the Occaftons of our Differences : 
Shall an evil Spirit fall prevail among us to the 
detearmg all the Deſigns of Providence, and the 
croſhng of all Attempts for Peace and . Union ? 
ſo that ncither - the Errors that all men feemed 
lately to contels, nor the Promiles which were 
then generally made, neither our late Diſtreſs, 
awr our preſent Dangers, can bring us to a found 
Vimd, or to a calm Temper, that is thi our day 
we way know the things that belong to our Peace, 
It is indeed ſtrange that we ſhould not know thern, 
when allthe World balides us knows them. Burt as 
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there is nothing "that! can tend & tho frongrh. 
ning of all Bodies fo much, as their hob sf 
among themſelves's fo there is ſomewhab £5 pecu- 
liar ro the. Genius of the Chriſt:2n' Religion, that 
both obliges us to Peace and Love, and alſo difpoſes 
us to it, that we cannot gwe a-'more”? eminent 
proof of our ignorance of the main Deſign of our 
Great Maſter, and of his Bleſſed Do@Qtrine, than to-de- 
light in everlaſting Quarrelling, and to hate, 'and ftu- 
dy to deſtroy thoſe for whom Chrift died; 'Nor does 
any thing defeat the deſign, nor 6p the progreſs of 
Religion, ſo much as the! Diviſtons of: thoſe wits 
profeſs it ; for theſe .do divert'all men from better 
things, as mucly as they ſcandalize the World a- 
gain{t thoſe who promote them with ſo much zeal. 


'When the Reformation appeared' firſt in the World, 
it made a mighty. progreſs; whole States and King- 
doms embraced it fo faſt, that the Advances it nk 
in the hands of a few Inſtruments, ſeemed to ſup- 
ply the want of Miracles, and look't like a great 
one it ſelf : but all on a ſudden it came to a full ſtop, 
and now for above an hundred years it has gained 
little ground, but loſt much. The chief reaſon that 
can be aſligned for this, is, 'That thoſe who embra- 


ced it, inſtead of carrying on their common Cauſe ! 
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with an united Strength, have fallen a quarrelling | 


among themſelves about ſome Uncertain and Incon- | 
ſiderable things. Thoſe in Germany being broken | 
about the manner of the Preſence in the Sacra- | 


ment ; though all agree, 'that neither the one, nor | 
the other Opinion. has any relation, either to the | 
Worſhip of God, or to any Practical Duty : Thoſe 
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in. Zoland have quarrell'd about #he Decrees and 
Councils of God; though; hoth Hdes acknowledge 
that it is a Myſtery paſt findieg eut : And we here 
in England have had a long» and fierce - Conteſt 
about things, which we alk confeſs. are indifferent 
£2. their, owa.naturs.:- itn £1 i, 


This Animoſity works ftlF ſo high: among us, 
that many. take fire upon the ſmalleſt ſteps thar 
can be made towards the | healing ſo great a 
Breach-; and fill. alh places with Tragical Out- 
cries, as:if the Church of Eng/and were to be 
pulled down :.. while the chief Promoters of theſe 
Reports know well how falſe they are ; and that 
inſtead of offering at any. thing that can in any ſort 
weaken our Church, every thing which has been en: 
deavoured, mult prove its Strength , .as well as 'its 
Glory 3, if we are fo happy as-to weigh all- in ever 
Ballances. The things that are propoſed are of them- 
ſelves defirable, though there thould not be one Dif- 
ſenter. gained by them ; and are ſuch as will tend to 
the making all the parts of our Offices both more 
Unexceptionable, and more Edifying. But Diſtem- 
pers are far gone, when the Patient rages at the 
firſt mention of a Medicine. - We have loſt many 
happy Opportunities ſince the firſt beginnings of 
the Reformation among us, for the healing our 
Breaches ; One is ſorry. to remember them , and: 
wiſhes that ſuch. fatal Errors could be covered 
from the knowledge of, all ſucceeding Ages for the: 
fake of the Church, - and of thoſe who have go- 
verned it. But if we do again repeat former Er- 
rors, and let the preſent Advantages _ we 
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have now *Ta our hands lip from ' us ; what 
115 to be faid upon it, bur that this is-of the Lord, 


who by it4is puniſhing us for qur- other fins, for our 


Remiſsneſs in our Duties ; for -our/ negle&: of the 


Paſtoral Care ; for our flackning that ſtritneſs of 
Life which becomes our Profeſſion ;' for our Jhdul- 
ging-our ſelves too much 1n, Senſuality and La- 


2inelſs ; and for all. thoſe other fins, by which we 


have departed from his Law, and have corrupted Mal. 2. 8,9. 
the Covenant of Levi, and made many' to fumble at 

the Law ; and that. therefore God will make us be- Jer. 10, 1. 
come baſe and contemptible before the People; and that 

all our Flocks ſhall be ſcattered. But - we might 

hope for better things, if every one would put away 

all Prejudices, all Wrath,” Anger, and Revenge; and 

would put on Bowels of Mercies |and Kindneſs, re> 
membring that we are Brethren. So-that having puri- 

fied our ſelves from Humour,Paſſion, Intereſt,and eve- 

ry thing elſe that may corrupt our minds, «to the r Per. r.22, 
unſeirned love of the'brethren, we would reſolve to love 

cne another with a pure heart fervently : And if in- 

ſtead of the Pride of not yielding to one another in 

any thing, we ſhould rather engage into. a holy 
Emulation of trying who could yield moſt for the 

healing of thoſe wounds that have been ſo often 

opened, and that begin now again to bleed afreſh. 


It is not the Differences themſelves that keep 


{ us aſunder, they are too Inconſiderable for that. 
It is a ſecret diſlike that we | bear to one another : 
| For as the Greeks and Latines could never have 
| fallen out about ſo inconſiderable a matter as the 

| Leavening the Bread in the Sacrament , it the 
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Maſteg, its, bim , that-þe: rejoiced in this, That 
Chriſt was Preached: And then do we become 
his Folhewers-;.' when : by--a. degree of - the ' ſame 
[ Spirit we can. ſo-far; raiſe. our minds above - all: 
! the- narroewnellcs of a Party, that tho we were 
[s aſſured -that thoſe , men who, differ from us, were. | 
f | iz, the.wronge and; hadi. ill .de{igns -againſt us, yet+ 
F <1 wpuld- cenguer 4heny | in _the Spirit of the. 
e910 112 IN '& | IJ) $ Goſpel, 


4 CEVS 


to Peace and Onion, 


T7 


Mc e——_—_ 


Goſpel, and ſo overcome their evil with our 
go0d. 


Upon all ſuch occaſions we oaght not ſo much. 


to conſlider what we owe to theſe with whom 
we have to do, as what we owe to our elves, 
to the Church , and to the ſucceeding Generati- 
on : So that if we can fee how we may do that 
which may produce good efteRs at any diſtance 
of time from us, we ought to do it 3 though it 
fhould. not, : Iike a Charm, have a preſent 1enſi- 


ble operation 5 nor ought things that are offered 


at, for Peace ,- be rejeted, if they are in them- 
ſelves] reaſonable, becauſe we cannot be aſſured 


before:hand , that thoſe in whoſe favour they are 


propoſed , -will be gained by them - The Church 


' wil always gain both with. God and Man , by 


offering at Peace as much as is poſſible, . and as 
much as .in her lies; nor are we to ſtop in a 
good thing, becauſe the effect is not certain ; in 
ſuch caſes we may. well truſt the Providence .of 


God 3 and things that will -be their own Apolo-- 


gy, are never the worſe, it they are defeated by 
the ſowrneſs of unreaſonable men 3 on the. con- 
trary,' as the one fide will have the more Glory, 
ſo the otter will be the more inexcuſable, when 
great Conceſſions are frankly made , but unhand-. 
{omely rejected. 


-/To. crown all ; We have ſtill one reaſon to-per- 


ſuade| us to reflet a little more, frequently .on_ 


our being Brethren , fince we, know our Enemies 
do it to purpole ; their Bottom 1s 6n Avſolute Au- 
thority and Infallibility, that are maintained by Im- 


plicit 1 


ac 


Luke 13. 34: 


plicit Faith, and bind |Ubootince} which gives 
chem indeed Acvii. is 1 ou, Principles do 
not allcw vs; yt it '8 444 124ccountable piece of 
'the parverſencls of iiniman nature, that faile Per- 
ſuaſions\ſhwuld have lo greet an Inflaence , when 


certain Truths are fo feci:le; and when all the 
weight that our Saviour has laid on mutual 
Love and Qharity, {hall have fo little force, while 
ſome Falſe Notions work more certainly. Our 
Adverfaries have indecd among them , many dif- 


ferences, both in. Doctrine and Practice, not to men- 


tion a vaſt variety in their Rituals, that are much 
more important than -any of |thoſe are, about 
which we are civided; and yet as ſoon as they 
ſee the common Cauſe concerned , they can lay 
all theſe to ſleep, in order to their running, down. 
their Common Enemies ; \but we by a fatal obſti- 
nacy continue our Diſputes, and heighten our 
Animoſities, when our Enemies are in our Bow- 
els, ready not only to take advantage of our 


| Paſſions, but to devour us 5 while we, inſtead of 


ſecuring our ſelves from them, ſeem only ro. be 
ſet on devouring one another. This is from God, 
and gives us a melancholly Proſpect of it ſelf; but 
a much more melancholly one, when we have 
reaſon to look upon it as a Judgment of God on 
us for our ſins, and as a forerunner of our de- 
ſtruction. We ſeem now to be in the like State 
with that in which Feruſalem was, when our Savi- 
our ſaid of. her, 7Zow often would I have gathered 


thee under my wings, as a hen gathereth her brood, 
but thou wauldſt not! | 


This 
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This leads me to conſider the firſt Circumſtance 
in which the 1ſraelites were, that made it more 
neceſſary for them to remember that they were 
Brethren, ſince they were then in Zgzypr, in bon- 
dage to a Cruel, Treacherous, and Ingrateful 
Tyrant, who had both Strength enough to 
maſter them, and Rage enough to deſtroy them. 
It is true, ſuch has the goodneſs of God been to 
us, that we are not now in Zgypt ; but we were 
lately 'very near the being brought under thar 
Yoke : and if we do not manage: the happy Op- 
portunity |that is now 1n our hands, we have .rea- 
ſon to apprehend that we ſhall quickly fall again 
under it. | The Scene that has been Jately acted 
in France, and Savoy, has given us ſufficient warn- 
ing of what we ought to expect when we fall | 
under ſuch Pharaohs, who will neither remember | 
Foſeph, nor the moſt ſignal Services that can-be | 
done them, nor have any of the tendernefles of 
Humanity, ,not to ſay of the Compaſſions.of Chri- 
ſtianity, but who will by a ſlow oppreſſion eat 
out the Eſtates, and ſpoil the Houſes. of thoſe they 
call Hereticks, and. give them. all the vexatious 
diſquiet that they- can contrive ;. and then, when 
all: is conſumed,, will ſeparate the neareſt Relati- 
ons, and throw them into _ terrible .and noyſome 
Priſons, without any regard to Age or Sex, ta 
Sickneſs., or. Infirmity : And the very attempt 
of flying away from ſo. dreadful a Miſery , will 
be made a Crime to be puniſhed bv. the greateſt 
ſeverity to which men can tc aingged 5 .to..bg 
Cliairid to a Bank, and to tug at.an' Oar, in.the 
mot uncomiortable ſtate of ite. that is imaginas - 
ble. 
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ble. This is what many thouſands in Fraxce have 
ſuſtered, and ſtill do ſuffer; and has driven 'vaſt 
multitudes out of their Countrey from their Dwel- 
lings and Families, naked almoſt, and deſtitute of all 
things : you have ſeen ſo many crying Initances 
of this Cruclity, that it is not neceſlary to en- 
large further upon it : and you have received} 
and relieved them with ſuch a bountiful hand , 
and ſo tender a Charity, 'that you have reafon 
to hope that there is a Bleſſing reſerved for you, 
proportioned to the labour of Love you have ſhewed, 
who have miniſtred to ſo many of our perſecuted 


Brethren, and {till do miniſter. 


We here, had formerly reaſon to have looked 
for no better uſage z we know their Church is 
Uniform in her | Proceedings againſt Hereticks ; 
the Spirit and Principles are the ſame every- 
where ; ſo we had no reaſon to have expected 
to be exempted from the fate of' others, if we 
had 'been delivered over to them whoſe tender 
mercies are cruel, We ſaw that they  remembred 
not- Foſeph , not only in the Age after he was 
dead, but that immnediatly after the greateſt Service 
that could be done,and the moſt folemn|Promilſes that 
could be made, all was forgotten : and if there ap- 
peared at any time any _— it was like that 
in Feypt 3 for when Pharoah felt the weight of 
the Divine Diſpleaſure, he was ſo far wrought on, 
that 'he was willing to let the People go 3 but 
that Terrour was no ſooner over, than his heart 
was hardned ; ſo that his good Temper went off, 


and all his Promiſes were forgotten. Some, per- 


haps, 
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| haps are ſo fooliſh as to imagine, that preſent Mifſ- 


fortunes may have wrought a Change ſomewhere, 


and that they now ſee paſt Errors, ſo that they would 
not venture to fall again iato the ſame Follies, that 
have proved fo fatal to them. But yet ſuch Perſons 
ought to conſider that Pharaoh was Pharaoh ſtill, and 
would be ſo ſill, after all the Changes of Fortune 
through which he could paſs ; Obligations and En- 
gagements will be but feeble things. And we muſt 
expett to be the moſt miſerable Nation under the 
Sun, if after the Eſcape that we have made, we 
{ſhould again fall back into the ſame Hands ; not only 
the old Crime of Hereſy muſt be brought againſt us, 
but our Preſumption in daring to ſet our ſelves free, 
and to accept of the Deliverance, which God has ſo 
wonderfully wrought for us, would be thought the 
greateſt of Crimes, and be aggravated by all that 
could be inyented to make it look odious. We have 
in ſuch a Caſe the moſt deplorable State of Miſery 
imaginable to look for, all the Hardſhips of Priſons, 
all the Cruelty of rough Treatment, and after the 
lengthned Miſery of il Uſage, ſuch a terrible Death, 
as they may think, wil give us the moſt exquilite 
Miſery ; fo that all the Eaſe and Pkaſure we might 
hope for, ſhould be to be ſpeedily delivered by a 
quick Execution out of their Hands ; their Temper 
and Principles are of themſelves cruel enough, but 
when theſe are {harpned by Reſentment and Re- 
venge, then new Contrivances of Cruelty are to be 
expected. | 
his 15 that Feyp! out of which we are delivered, 
I wiſh'T could fay delivered. Alas, Fel/and is not ! but 
is fill in Bondage with uy Children, and like te be 
| a 
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a long Scene of Blood and Miſery, nor canour Deli- - 
verance be compleat till that is perfeQed ; and- tho -. 
we here are not at; preſent in their Power, yet it is 
but too evident that many wiſh we were. If theſe 
were the avowed Members of that Body, it ought 
not to ſurprize us, but that many who ſeem zealous 
againſt it, ſhould yet by their whole Condutt be car- 
rying us back thither, is more amazing. Can an 
Man be ſo void of Underſtanding, as to forget {> 
ſoon what was ſo lately done ? or imagin that. any 
Change in the Afﬀairs of our Enemies, can have 
changed either their Principles: or their Hearts, un- 
leſs it be to the worſe? And yet after all this 
there are not a few, that fay plainly, Would to God 
we were in Egypt again, for it was then better with us 
than it s now. Others are not {ſo ſincere as to ſpeak 
out, but their: Aftings fpeak for them. Some are 
uneaſy, becauſe they. can no more perſecute their 
Brethren. Others, becauſe they can no more in- 
ſult over their Neighbours. Some are afraid of 
fuffering a little of the. great deal they deſerve : 
While, on the other hand, others are afted with 
another Extream of Fury, and under the pretence 
of puniſhing paſt Errors, ſeek only to gratify their 
own Revenges, and ſo drive others to the com- 
mon Folly of all that are in any preſent Danger, 
to wiſh for any thing that may' deliver them from 
that, how fatal{oever it may prove afterwards. 
[Theſe unruly Agitations of Mens Minds on both 
hands, are the very Plague that our Enemies ought 
to wiſh to us, that while Pharaoh purfues, we may 
tand ſtill quarrelling with one another till he: can 
overtake and deſtroy us ; and thus, inſtead of fecu- 
ring 
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ring our. ſelves againſt the Common Enemy, we 
create many new Ones among our ſelves, and ex- 
poſe the Whole to the Rages of thoſe who can have 
no Mercy. i: -- 51] 6 Hhrfagct 2 78 
- The: Second Circumſtance 'of the Afﬀairs of the 
Iſraelites 'was, That they were upon the Point of 
being redeemed out of their Bondage, and being 
made one of the moſt Glorious Nations that ever 
was: The Prophecy relating to it was near the aſ- 
ſigned Period ; and it ſeems it had begun already to 
be underſtood, that Moſes was to be the Perſon to be 
imployed in it, for we find here that he imagined 


they had known it, which ſhews that .it was got. 


even then into many Hands. And now if we turn 
this towards our Selves, here is a Dawning to a 
Happineſs, and a Deliverance begun, that carries 
with it all that is deſirable to us. Whether this is a 
beginning of that great Reſtitution of all Things, 
which is ſuppoſed to be held forth in Prophecy, and 
to be near its accompliſhment, is that which I- will 
not undertake to aihrm ; but this is certain, that 
ſince the firſt beginnings of the- Reformation, the 
Face of the. Times never looked ſo bright. towards 
that bleſſed Wotk as it does at preſent. There was 
never ſuch a happy conjunQtion of Intereſts among 
thoſe who profeſſed it, as there 1s at preſent ; nor 
were ever theſe Kingdoms, and the United Provin- 
ces; in ſach a cloſe conjunQtion as, they are at. this 
Day. - And on the other Hand, the grear Perſecu- 
tor of Proteſtants has, by his Violence and Injuſtice; 
raiſed againſt himſelf ſo ſtrong an Alliance of Prin; 
ces of 'the ſame Religion, thar it is viſible the Signs 


of the. Times give .us!.all the groungs, of hope. that 
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we can propoſe to our ſelves ; nor can any thing dif- 
appoint all this, bur firſt our Sins that may provoke 
God to appear againft us, .and then our mutual Ani- 
molities and Quarrelliags that may diſtra& us at 
Home. If Men will forget their preſent Danger, 
and only think of former Provocations, if both Sides 
= ſtudying to aggravate Matters one againſt ano- 


er, and ſeeking and improving all the Advantages 
they can find ; if the repeated Interpolitions of Him, 
ro whom, under God, we owe our preſent” Quiet, 
and our late Deliverance, cannot inſpire us with ſof- 
ter Thoughts: If, Tay, we continue firm to theſe 
il-temper'd Refotutions,, What muſt the concluſien 
of all this be, but the Ruin of Religion, and the 
loſs of Liberty * We will appear to all the World, 
as well as to all ſucceeding Ages, the moſt unthink- 
ing, and the moſt blinded Nation under Heaven, 
the leaſt ſenſible of Religion, and the leaſt capable 
of Liberty-;. that have not the- regard due to the 
One, nor the ſenſe and the vertue necefſary for the 
Other ;. and that after al-the noiſe we have made. 
about Religion, that we have none at all; and rhar 
after all the Concern we have ſhewed for- Liberty, . 
we neither deferve it, nor can maintain it. Upon 
our Behaviour at preſent depends all the. Profpe& 
that,humanely ſpeaking, we can poſſibly have of our 
Religion's not being wholly extirpated,at leaſt in all. 
theſe Parts of the World. If in this Fermentation. 
and Criſis the Deſign miſcarnies, there is nothing ſo 
black and diſma]}, as that which we ought to look. 
for. We will be deſpiſed by all our Enemies, as 
much as we are now hated by them ;- we. will fall 
unregarded and unpitied ; and: if ſuch a Miſery is- 
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reſerved for ys, we ſhall have one aggravation of it ; 
that as the damned in Hell are ſuppoſed to curſe and 
reproach one another, ſo if we fall again into a ſtate 
oof Perſecution, both Sides will be reproaching, and 
gext to curſing one another for it. Weaker Mingds 
will be ftruok with this, that the miſcarriage of {0 
great a Deſign, thar was carried on fo far with ſuch 
unlook'd-for Succeſſes, looks as if God had only let 
Things. go {o far of our Side, that all the World - 
might ſee in our miſmanagement of them,' that wy 
are under a Curſe. which no Succeſſes could remove, 
and under a Madheſs that was paſs'd all Cure. Whag 
proſpeRt can we have, or whither can we ſo mych 
as think of flying, if our prefent Settlement {hould 
be overturned ? "The view 1s {0 terrible, thay if that 
ſhould arPen the Thing. which next to it a good. 


Man 'wou}d: chiefly; fear, muſt be his own out- 


d 
living it, and not periſhing in it'; ſince after ſuch a 
Miſearriage,. nothing beſide Miracle could retreive 
that, without which Life would bea perpetual Bur- 
den toa wiſe or a good Man. Theſe are not Words 
of Pomp, nor the undue Aggravations of 'a Miſery, 
which can never be fully expreſt in words,and which 

I pray God may never be felt in deed by us... 

At ſuch a Time as this, is it fit for us toraile yp 
into our Thoughts the unreaſonable remembrance of 
all the Ereors and Follies into which the; Weakneſs 
2nd Credulity of ſome may have.led them, who yet. 
25s ſoon as they. faw how they; had been deceived, 
ſeent'd ſenſible of former Faults, and ſtood firm af- 
terwards? If, I Gy, all theſe Things are to be can» | 

vaiſed with rigour, how can| it be hoped that Mens. | 
_ Minds: ſhould ever be ſetled or freed from thoſe | 
14. _ Appre- | 
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Apprehenſions that may-termpt them to think jof | 
ſecyring themſelves at any rate? ' And 'on the! 0- 
ther hand, Men whoſe Paſſions have once ſo. fatal- 
ly-miſled them, as not. only to be concerned in 'the 

16dding of Innocent Blood,- but in the expofing the 
whole Nation-to' be deſtroyed, ought not to ſuffer 
the like Paſſions *o return afreſh upon them, 'to the 
keeping up and heightning our Differences, and to 
the reviving our Animoſities, by a pretended Zeal 
for the Church, which they have once already endan- 
gered to the higheſt degree ; it were more modeſt and 
becoming 'in them to beſilent and retired, . than to 
ſtudy till to trouble our Waters, and 'to- fow the 
Seeds of new Diſſentions among us, and ſo commit 
new Faults inſtead of repenting of old Ones : all 
theſe indecent Errors of all ſides concur, to let- us 
ſee how far we are yet out of 'the way, and -give 


us reaſon to conclude, that our Deliverance was too 


quickly-wrought for us; that.we were not long e- 
nough in diſtreſs, and that we are not yet wholly 
purged frem our Drofs, but that we muſt go. thro 
a fiery Trial, which will either purge'us more en- 
tirely, orconſume us quite: 72 0) 

But if after all that Heat which we are raiſing 
in our ſelves, or in others, we would grow ſo calm 
and ſo wile, as to remember that we are Brethren, 
this would quickly give us another view of "Things, 
and make us ſee-our'Madnefs while we are ſo mich 
worſe than the two Iſraelites in my Text, : who did 
wrong one to another,for we wrong our ſelves and our 
common Concerns in the Wrongs that we do to 
one another. Are not the hard Speeches we throw 
out, and the ſevere Words that we faſten on one 
Eb", | another; 
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(2a) 


—_— 


to: Peace and Union. 


27 


another, Injuries of-a, very high Nature 2 We firſt 
hate one another, and then ſtudy to render one ano- 
ther as odious, both.to our Selves and to all the 
World, as poſſibly we can-: 'We are poſſeſs'd with a 
Spirit of; Jealouſy-;and. Diftraſt,”: which makes us 
eaſily believe all: the Ill thas we canchear of thoſe 
that differ from us,- and to create to our ſelves 
groundleſs Apprehenſions and Fears ; and-when ſuch 
an ill Temper'has. once-corrupted us, we are eaſily 
led to all the Injuſtices . that do, follow Parties and. 
Diviſions on the account of; Religion. ar Abe þ 

God be thanked -for;it, that there; is an-end put: 
to all Perſecution -in; Matters of Conſcience ; and. 
that the firlt and chief Right of Humane Nature, 
of following the DiQates- of -Conſcience in the. 
Service of God -1s ſecured-to all Men amongſt ns ;. 
and that we are freed, -I. hope, for ever, - of all the 


Remnants of the worſt part.of Popery that we had 


too long retained, I mean, the Spirit of Perſecu- 
tion; If this gives uneaſineſs to any,. it ſhews that 


their Eye isevil, becauſe the Eye of our Legiſlators. 


has been geod towards. thoſe, who tho they may 


be miſtaken in their Notions, yet have ſtill the Rights 


of Menand of Chriſtians. But after all this it is to 
be remembred, that Men may be ſtill 'Perſecutors, 
though they are not able - to perſecute any longer, 
according to. our Saviour's charging the Guilt of. 
intended Sins. on thoſe who. never acted' them : for 
as long as we-entertain Hatred and Malice. in, onr. 
Hearts, and wiſh that it were: in our Power to do 
hurt to others, ſo long we become guilty before. 
God, and ſo do wrong to our ſelves, though we 


are not in condition to do them any ; but if we do- 
Jo them: 


© 
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them all the wrong we can, -we ſhew what our 
Tempers are, and that we would- do more if it 
were in our: Power. If we love to keep. up old Dif- 
ferences, or to. create new Ones, if we-will: conti« 
nue to-make the Terms of-Communion-with us as 
ſtrait as poſſibly we - can, -and ſhut outall Perſons, 
as much as in us hes, from joining Labours with 
us, becauſe they do not in all 'Things think as we 
do : If. we will by turns imploy all the Intereſt we 
have in any- Turn of. Government that is kind to us, 
to do wrong to others, - either by-loading them with 
falſe Attuſations, by aggravating 'ſome' leſſer Mat- 
ters, or by: ati undue proſecution iof real, but re- 
pented-of Faults ; All theſe are the ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces, in which an injurious Temper ſhews it ſelf; 
and while ſuch things are among us, we are under 
the' Guilt that is charged on theſe 1/raelires in my 
Text, who though they -were -Brethren, yet did 
Wrong one to another. _ 2" | 
While we are ſo liberal in throwing out of Lies 
and Slanders, or at leaſt, while we do fo eaſily be- 
lieve them, and fo willingly report thei, we ſhew 
that whatſoever our want of Power to do Miſchief 
may be, yet that our Inclinations are ſtill fall of Ma- 
lice and Wickedneſs. And while we are under the 
er of {uch ill Tempers, we are far enough from 
the Bleſſedneſs of Brethren that dwell rogether in 


_ - Unity : Indeed this Diſeaſe is gone too far ro admit 


of any other Cure, but what muſt come down from 


. Above from rhe God of Love, through the cfirfion 


of the Spirit of Love and Peace. 
The 


tb. 
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The Corruption that is rooted-in our Natures, is- 
too deeply fixed there to be cured any way, -but 
by an Interpoſition of a Divine Power. We ſee 
that neither the conſideration of Reafan nor of In- 
tereſt; neither the ſenſe of Honour, nor the appre-' 
henſion of Danger, are ſtrong enough to prevail over 
the Prejudices of our Education, or thoſe angry Im- 
preſſions which we have fo long Cheriſhed in our 
ſelves and in others, that perhaps we are now ſcarce 
Maſters of them z and therefore ſince the Diſeaſe has 
gone (o deep, we muſt look up to him who alone 
can Cure it; We muſt all conſider, that ſuch an E- 
vil Spirit prevailing among us at ſuch a time, is 2 
plain Indication of Gods Anger that is kindledagainſt 
us. Therefore before this provcs our Ruin, let us all 
turn to God with our whole Hearts, and Repent us 
of the Evil of our ways, and Cry mightily to him, 
That ſo he may Ariſe, and Save, and Deliver us, who 
by our Sins and our Diviſions are brought ſo very 
Low, and who mult yet fall into the moſt abject and 
miſerable State poſſible, if God do not bleſs us with 
a healing Temper, and with healing Counſels, That 
ſo we may go on to PerfeCtion, and Compleat thoſe 
Great Things which God has begun to work for us, 
and in which we our ſelves have fatally ſtopt the 
Courſe of his Mercy to us, and that -we may bath 
Live as Chriſtians, and Love as Brethren ; That the 
God of Love and Peace may delight to dwell among 
us, and Bleſs us, That this Church may become more 
and 'more, that which ſhe truly is , 7he Praiſe of all 
the Churches, and the Joy of the whole Earth, and 
that every one of us in our own particular may, at 


laſt 


- 


J = 3 
"OO -J 


An E xbortation, &c. 


Eg - 


laſt come to dwell in thoſe Regions above, where 
all are made perfe&t in Love 3 which may the God 
of Love grant us, for | the ſake of him that Loved 
us, and that gave himſelf for us; to whom be Glory 
and Dominion for ever. Amer, 
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